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Exclusive Economic Zone

Text and Graphics Theo Deutinger
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No matter the cconomical situation, natural
resources are hot. Since many of the casy
accessible resources on the main land are
exhausted more and more afford is done for
off-shore exploitation.

‘Today a countrics marine cconomic arca is
defined by its Exclusive Economic Zone

(E a 200 nautical miles (370 km) wide
offset from the countries national coast line.
‘This regulation, which was installed by the
“UN Convention on the Law of the Se.

1982 grants a state special rights to explore
natural (¢.g. oil) and marinc (¢.g. fish)
resources. including scientific rescarch and
energy production (¢.g. wind-parks).
Practically this means that if a country owns a
minuscule rock somewhere in the ocean, this
rocks exploitable surface increases from
almost zero on-shore o 430.000km? off-
shores. In the case EEZ's overlap. itis up to
the involved states to delincate the actual
boundary: a rule which led in certain case to

decennia’s of dispute. Yet there is more
underwatcer land to claim and more squabbles
ahead, since the 200 nautical miles definition
got supplemented by a clause which allows its
expansion Lill the continental shell, The first
deadling for this so called “continental shelf
submissions’ passed this year May and land
(seabed) allocation will start soon. If
underwalcer land grabbing goes on like this
the "Freedom of the Scas' might soon shrink
1o the "Freedom of the Ponds'.

Legend

Figh sews - currently not claimed

Continentabshelf s

Example of disputed FEZ

(Dus. Canada (Beaufort Sea)

(2) Denmark, Iceland, ireland, UK (Reckall Isiand)
(3) Crostia, isiy, Siovenis (fshery)

(3) Tukey ans Greece

(5) Brenei. Malaysa, Philppines, China, Tamwan, Vietnam

(South China Sea)
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Number of Damaged Houses - Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda)

This map depicts the number of houses destroyed or partially damaged by Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda).
This map is based on information from NDRRMC Situation Report #17, 13NOV13, 2200 PHT. Only

data for those municipalities who have reported is shown. This product will be updated as additional

information becomes available. (PDC DH-002)
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Historical tsunamis in Tohoku for 400 years and the 2011 Tohoku Eq.
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Sendai is considering refashioning its coastal area. A raised seawall would
block typical tsunamis and an elevated coastal road would protect against V0|483, 2011)
giant ones. Zoning restrictions would lower the number of fatalities.
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